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and publish such notification in sccordance with  rules
adopted by it forthe purpose. (Sech registralion my be
invoked by any State as evidence of the limits of its pational
Juriadiction).
Artlels 3

Where areas of national jurisdiction of two or more
Stales are adjacent to or opposite each other, such States
shall, by agreement, precisely delimit the boundary separating
ibeir respective nalional jurisdictons and inform 1he Inicr-
national Sea-bed Authority of such agreement. In the
nbaence of agreemend, and onless another boundary ling is
Justified by speceal circumstancei, ibe boandary 15 the median
ling, every point of which is equidistanl from the nearcid
poiials of the basglines from which [he (seaward) limits of
national jurisdiction are measured. 1l the Siates concerned
agree, the International Seabed Authority shall assist them
in concluding a satisfactory ngreement with respect fo the
limviis af (heir national jursdictions.

Article 4

Mothing in this chapter shall affect (he validity of any
sgreement or prejudice the decision of any State with respect
jo the delimitation of boundaries of sca-béd @reas belween

apposile or adjacent Sianes

CHAPTER I

BASIC PRINCIPLES APPLICABLE TO THE
INTERNATIONAL SEA-BED

Artiele §

The Inicrnationnl Sea-bed as well as ili  resowfoes arc
the common heritage of mankind and shall, as such, be
wubjeet to the reghme hereinalter set forth.

Artlcle &

The Internatiopal Seca-bed shall not be subject 10

appropriation by any meuns by Sinles or persons, nabural or

163

iu:lul. and no State shall claim or exercise sovergignty or
vercign rights over any pant thereol. No such appropri-

ition, of claim or exercise of sovereignty ar soverein ri
- aihel Sl gnly vereign rights

Article 7

No Siare Or person, naluralor juridicsl, shall claim,
BEFCISe Or acquire righls with respect o the Internstional

".':: S resources escept & provided in  this

Ariicle 8

_ 1;:-! International Sca-bed shall be open 10 use, excly-

rely for peun:_r‘u! purposes, by ull Stutes, whether coastal or

' :_—!_nuhd. wilthout discrimination in dccordance with the
o of this Convention.

Artiele 8
The International Sea-bed shall be rescrved exclusively

peacelul purposes, asd gvery efl made
J 5 elfort akall be
de it from the arms race. »

\ Article 10

Staien Iilull 8ct o the area in acvordance with the
e principles and rules of international law including
i Barier of the Uniled Nations and the Declaration an
Cip! i of International Law voncerning Friendly Relstions
. ton among  Siates in accordance with the
Srier of ihe United Nations, adopted by the (ieneral
Mbly an 24 October 1970, in ihe interests of mainisining
Nalrenal peices and SeCurily and promoting intermalonal
and mutuyl understanding.
Artiele 11

All activities regarding cxploration and explonation of
=Wources of the International Sea-bed, and other related

r o shall be poverned b h
s Y the provisions of this
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Article 12

The exploration af the Internationa] Sea-bed and the
caploitation of 1% resowrces ahall be carried oul for the
benehit of mankind as & whole, iwrespective of the geogrnphi-
cal location of Srates, whether land-locked or constal, and
taking wio particular consideraiion the inlersis and necds
of the developing couniries.

Article 13

1. In their activities with respect 1o the International
Sea-bed including 1hose related 1o s retources, Stales shall
pay doe regard fo ihe righis wnd fegitimate interesis of
coustal Stuiea in the region of such activities, as well as ol all
olher States which may be affected by such sctivities
Consultation shall be mumntained with the coasinl Stares
concerned with respect to activities relating to the explaration
of the Inlermational Sea.bed and the eaploitation of its
resoprces with a view o avoiding infringement of such rights
and interesis.

2. Resources of the Iniernational Sea-bed which lic
sctoss limits of sational jurisdiction shall noi be explored or
eiplolled exvepl in agreement wilth the coastal Sinte or Siates
concerned,  Where such resources are locnted near the limits
of national jurisdiction, their cxploration and exploitation
uhall b carried ount in consuliation with ihe coastal Siate of

Stales concerned, and where passible, through such State o
Slates.

Article M4

1. With respect to sctivities in the Internmtional Sco-
bed und acung in conformity with the provisions of ihoe
Convention, States shall take spproprinte measurcs for and
shall co-operaie in the sdoption and implementation of incr-
national rules, standards wnd procedures, For fiter alfe

(i) the prevention of pollution and conlamination, 1

ather hazards 1o the marine environmenl, includinf

L]

ihe coastline, and of inerference witly (he i
" eeolog]-

cal balance of the marine Envircament : b
(i) ihe protection snd conservation of the natural
resources of the Inlernational Sea-bed und ihe

prevention of damage 1o the Nors and fawna of
the marine environment.

4. Coastal States may

. lake measures 1o prevent
or nhwmtn_jrnu and immineni dangsr (o (heir
o8 lines or related interests from pollution or threat there- |
ﬁﬁm other hazardous occurrences resulting from, or

U I’I:r_lll. any activities with respect 1o the International

Articls 18

. L. States shall promote inlgrnational co=aperation |n
ehenlific research exclusively for peaceful P poncs -

e .

(i) by partcipation in intetaational programmes i
by encouraging Co-operution in scientific research
by personnel of different Countrics ;

(1) through effective publication of research PrOgTam . r
mes and dissemination of he resulls of restarch
through international channels; d

(iia) b]rcn:qp.:min; IR mcasures (o strengihen research
ﬂplhl.llllhi of developing countries, incloding 1he
participation of their  mationals  |n rescurch
Programmes.

4. Mo such activity shall form the legal basis for any

, - { r::ﬂ gu:l to any part of the International Sei-bed

Article 16

Nothing berein shall aifoct the leyal status of the watcis

FEORCenl 1o the International Sea-bed or ihat of the
Hee above those walers. o8
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installutions and equipnent operated by il or by
such persois ; *

(iv) be respomsible for damage rosulting from such
activilies o any other Contracting Party or its
pationals.

Article 07

1. Al gctivities in the marine environment shall be
condocted with reasonable regard for exploration of 1k
Iniernational Sea-bed and explodtation of i3 esources.

2. Eapleration of the Internotional Sea-bed ang . E g ]
exploitation of s resources gholl mwot result in Aany un- -u.I :I:;}' lale ‘I:IE:I Lok fipFHIFIIME MmeEsule o
Justifiable Interference with other activites in the marinc sebire thal the respossibility provided for in paragraph |
AV cofthis Article shall apply mataris mutendiz 10 international

- organirations of which it is & member.

3. Al sctivitics wiilk réspect to the Intermationnl Sca- 4 A group of States scling together, pursusnt io
bed shall be conducted with strict snd adeguote safeguards \agreement among them or through an infernational organi
for pratechion of buman life and safely of the mirnac n, shall be jointly and severally respansible er this
environmenl. | Convention,

Article 18 Artiels 19
I. Every Stale shall have the reaponsibility to ensuic All disputes relating to the inlerpretation or application
thut activities with respect to the lalernational Sca-bed, of this Convention shall be settled in accordance with the
imeluding those relating Lo s resources, whether underiakon evisions of Chapler VI of this Convention,
by governmental agencics of poa-governmentinl entities or [
persans under ity jursdiclion, or acting on it behall, shall CHAPTER 111

be carried out i conformily with the provisions of (his ™
Convention. The same responsibility applies to interpational E IHTE!H""WL SEA-BED AUTHORITY
AIMS AND FUNCTIONS

organations and their members for activilies srdertaken

by sach organizaions or on their behall, Daomage caused by Sectlon [
such activities shall entail lHability, Extablishment and aimng
Article 20

L Accordingly. cach Contracting Parly shall ;

(i} lake appropnate meavures o eénsure iLhat pero i Wi '
under its jurisdiction or acting on its behall wnd! &

There is hereby established the International Sca-bed
ority (hercinafter called the Authority),

taking such activities comply with the provisoen® Article 21
of this Convention : 8 L The scat of the Authority shall be al......The seat
"t Say be moved 1o another place by decision of the Assembly

{ii}) make it an offence for such persoms 1o viokaie !f
provisions of this Coavention and make sv-"
offencen punishable in decordance with (ks adnt!™ L 2. The Authority may establish such regional contres
nistrative or judicial procedures ; .Iﬁ:.ﬂ.h it deems mecessary for (he performance of its

(i) be responsible for maintaining order on manns

pled by o majority of (wo-thirds of its members,
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Article 12 | {ii) 1o issue licences to Contrpcting Parthes, indivi-

The Tendamental aims of . 1 : dually of in groups, ©oF 10 pereons, nalural or
: i B A A AT jurldical, under iis or their sponsorship with respect

(i) to give effect to the provisions of Chapter | and 1o ! 10 ull activities of exploration of (ke Internations!
exgreise such powers and perform such Tunctions us Seasbed and 1he exploitation of its resources for
may be necessary for the purpose ; pescelul purposes, and related activities, subject to

fii) to provide for the orderly and safe developmen such terms and conditions, mcluding the paymeni
and rational managemenl of ithe mrca and s of appropriate fees and other charges, as ihe
resources and for expanding opporiunities in the Auihorily may deiermine ;
use thereol ; {iil) 1o provide for the equitable shanng by Controcting

fuii) 1o endure ihe equitable sharing by Stales in the Parties of raw materials obtuined from the Inter-
benefits derived therefrom, taking into particular nationsl Sea-bed, Tunds reveived from the sak
copuiderntion the interesis and peeds of the thereal, und all revenues and other  receipts,
developing countries, whether land-locked or as well as scientific informatiop and such other
coastal | benefits us may be derived from ihe exploitation of
lo take such mensures as may be necessary 1o the International Sea-bed and the exploitation of
minimize fluctuations of prices of land minerah 11§ FEEOICes ;
and raw materials that may resull from the explod- {iv} to establish or adopt in conmsultalion, and where
tation of the resources of the arca and any advene appropriate, in collaboration with the competent
economic cffects caused thereby | and organ of the United WNallons, and with the
in perform such olber fupctions and exercise such specialised agencies concermed, meinures designed
other powers as are conforred upon it by other to minimize and eliminate fluctantion of prices of
provisions of this Convention or, consisien land minerals and raw materials that may result

therewith, by agreemeni among  Contraciing from ibe exploitation of the resources of the
Purties. . $ International Sea-bed, and any adverie cconomic

efecis causcd thereby

Section 2 {v) to reserve or open specific mreas of Lhe International

Funcrions of the Authority Sea-bed for exploration or exploilation |
ivi) to encourage, assist and regulate on the Interna-
Srinh 3 _ tiona] Sea-bed, the development and practical
The Authonty i cmpowered application of scientific techniques for the explo-
(1) to explore the International Sea-bed and exploit its ration and exploitation of ils resources, and to
resources for peacefu] purposes by means of its awn perform any operation of wervice weelul in such

facilities, equipment and services, or such as wre research .

procured by it for the purpose | (vii) to make provision in accordawce with this Con-
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vention [or services, equipment and [(ncilities 1o
meel the needs of research on dand developmenl an
praciical application of scientific lechnigues Tor
the exploration of the International Sea-bed and
the exploiation of W% resources for peaceiul
purposes ;

vili) to foster the exchange of scientific and technical
information and tramsfer of technology om the
peaceful uses ol the Inlernational Sca-bed and i
resourees ;

{ix) to promote and encourage the exchange and
training of scienlists and experts in the field of
exploration of the sca-bed and the eiploitation of
115 resouices |

{x} to establish und administer safeguards designed 1o
cosure thal materials, services, equipment, facilities
and information made available by the Authority
o af its request or under ils supervision or conirol
are nol used in such a way ai o forther any
mililary purpose ;

{xi) 1o establish and adopi, m comsultation and where
appropriate, in collaboration with the compelent
organ of the United Nations and with the specialis-
ed agencies concerned, rules and regulations relit-
g o any aspect of ithe achivilics covered by this
Convention, including standards of safety for protec-
tion of health and minmisation of danger 1o life and
property, und the profection of Lthe marine environ.
menl a8 a whole, and 1o provide for the applicn-
tion of ihese rules, regulations and standards to
operalions covered by this Convenlion ;

{xii) 10 pequire or establish any facilities, plant and

equipment useful in the carrying out of its authos
rised (unciions | and

m

(xiif) to take amy other nction RECEAATY to give effect to
the provisions of this Convenlon.

Arilele 24
Ia carrying out its funct ions, the Authority l‘null. h 1
i s aclivities in accordance Wil
" '1:1?:1::::1 :nd principles of _l,he United Natom ;:
promole peoce and international n;u~a|1_u:rll:1un, a
in conformity with palicies of the United Hnu:rIT
furtbering the establishment of u:l‘ul.u:_lrded - wotld-
wide disarmament and in conformity with any
irilernational agreements entered into pursuant 1o
such policies ;
i ' s activities snnually to the
= !-E“:fﬂi;::d'::::ﬂr:hr:u:lhr United Nations and, when
appropriate, 1o the Securily Council | if in T:--
nection with the sctivities af ihe Aulhorty there
should arise questions thit are within the cumpnl;
tence of the Security Council, the Authorily :h_u
he Securily Council, as the organ bearing

notify | for he maintenance of

the main respomsibility s
intcrnational peace and sccurity = .
' d Sociul Counc
({7} submit reports fo the Economi an .
i IIl.'lld ather organs of the United Nations on matiers
wilhin the competence of thosc organs.

Artiele 25
uthority shall
Iut':n:::ﬂnil Sea-bed and ils m:-unrm. for 111:: pu:w: m::
performing ity Tunclions and giving effect 1o prow
of this Convention.
Article 26 .
The Authority is based on the principle of the soveraign

i i d all members, in order to
wality of all its members, an
:quuur:?iu afl of them the rights and bencfits resulting from

exercise jurisdiction over the
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l'ﬁll'l'lhl'l"-lhip. whall Tulfil i goud Faithy the -
alligai

CHAPTER 1V
ORGANS OF THE AUTHORITY

Secifon [
The divembly

c““r‘:':mﬁn;-h.lr shall consist of represeniatives of ull
E Tarlies and shall meet in  rewul
sesston and in sueh gpecial WENRIONN Uy My M':u::rrj?ﬂu:f

lhe Assembily or comvened by iv Chairmas or convened by
Ihe President of the Council at the request of the Council or

of a majority of members al the Assembly. The sessions

ihall tuke place ai the seat of the A
tho nless olherwi
determined by the Amembly. T . .

Article 28

As such nluslum. each Contracting Party shall have
ane feprescatalive who may be accompanicd by alicrnaies
and by sdvisers. The cost of atlendance of any delegation

. shall be borne by the member concerned.

Article 29

The Assembly shall edeci 2 Chairman
and h
officers as may be fequired at the beginning of mT m:::nﬂ
They shall hold office for the duration of the session, "I‘h;

Assembly shall subject (o the 5
. . Prov issons of |
adopt its ows rules of procedure, e

Artlele 3

.. Each Contragting Pan
ot ¥y shall k
Dn_.—m_:m pursuant to Articles............shall h:wnz :nm
-IF_ﬂI}' alf l'l"ﬂ‘l.hl.ﬂll- of the votes casi. Decidions on H’IIH:
Questions, including the determination of additionn | questions
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orf calégorics of questions to be decided by a Iwo-thirds
majority, shall be made by o majority of the votes cast.

2. A majority of members shall constitule 8 quorum.

). The Asembly may esiablsh, by a majority of 1wo-
thirds of its members, a8 procedure whereby the Council
may seck o wvote of ithe Awssembly wilhoui corvening
g mecting of the Assembly. The wvoie shall be
considered valid only il the majority of 1be members of the
Aszembly cast their vobes within the time fixed by the sud
provedure,

Artlele 31

The Assembly may discuss any questiions oF mallers
within the scope af this Convention or relating 1o the powers
and lunclions of any organs provided for thercin, and make
recommendations 1o the members of the Authorily, or lo
the Council, or to both on any such guestions or miiters.

Article 32

The Asembly shall be the supreme organ of the
Authority and shall perform such funciions nnd exercise such
powers o8 are vested in the Authority under this Convention,
including the power 1o :

(i) elect members of the Couoncil in accordance with
Article 33 ;

{il) suspend a member from 1he privileges and rights
of membership in accerdance with Artick......:

{ii1) consider the Annunl Report of the Couneil ;

{iv) in accordance with Article 46 approve the budget

of the Authority recommended by ithe Council ;
i¥) make drrangements (o co-operale with other

international organisations (other than [nformal

arrangements of 4 lemporary amd sdministrative

character) ,
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{xii) approve amendmonts 1o this  Convention in
accordance with Chapter 1X ;

Article 13

The Assembly shall have ihe authority :

(1) 1o 1ake decisions on any matter specifically referred
to the Assembly by the Council |

(ii) 10 propose matters for conilderation by the
Couneil, and request from the Couneil reports on
any matter relating to the functions of the
Council ;

{iii} 10 detcrmine the remuneration 1o he paid o the
members of the Council, and the salary and torom
of the contract of service of the President.

(vi) approve reporis 10 be submitied (o the United
Nations parvessi (0 any arrangement entered inlo
by the Authorily porseant 1o swh-paragraph (v)
herenl ;

{vii) approve decisions of the Council relating to the
reservalion or opening of specifie arens of the Inter-
nationul Sea-bed for exploration or exploitntion ;

(viii) approve rules and regulations relating to the Bsue

of hicences for the exploration of the Infernationil

Sea-bed and the exploitation of ils resowroes,

mcluding  the payment of appropriate fees

and other charges ; registrafion of  limhs of
natfonu! jurisdiction ; protection of life  wnd

property and of the marine environment as a

whaole ; operational standards and practices ; design Section 4
and comtrection standands ; sclentific research and The Council
::“ alher n!m:i of the activilies covered by Uhis Articie 34
onvenlion L. The Council thall be composed of 15 members At

fix) approve measures designed 1o minimise  and
eliminate fluctuntion of prices of land minerals und
[ faw malerials thal may result from the exploitation
of the resources of the Inlernational Sea-hed, and
any adverse economic effects cavsed thereby |

Nallows :

{a) The outgoing Council (or in the case of the &rll
Council, the Preparstary Committee) shall desig-
aate for membership on the Council, the seven
Coniracting Partes mosi advanced in sea-bed
wchnology, and the Contracling Party moal
advanced in sea-bed lechnology in each of the
following areas not being one of the aforementioned

REVEn ;

{x) approve the financial rules of the Authority,
| including rules relating 1o 18 bormowing powers
| and acceplance of voluntary contributions, and the
manner v which the expensés of ihe Sea-bed
Development Corporation provided for in Chapter
V shall b¢ borne ;

{xi) approve rules relating to the equitable sharing by
Rtates of benefils of 1he Iniemational Sca-bed amd

tll-] WS FEEEEE pad R TR

(B) lanrsiiis
Y i

the exploitation of ils resources laking imto parti- [ QS

cular consideration the interest and needs of the (5} srrsesmmemmenses  (FOC negotiation)
doveloping countries, whether lund-locked or 6) i

coastul, in accordance with Chapter V1 ; ( )
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(8)

) el i
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(b) The Assembly shall elect 1o membarship of the
Council two members which have no 1og const nnd
two members the total aren of whose continenial
shelf at o depth of 200 metres or less (5...... *

(e} The Assembly xhall elect to membership of the
Council other members, with due regard 1o equits
able representation om the Council as o whole of
the aress specified n sub-parngraph (a) of this
puragraph so that the Council shall at all times
include in this caiegory a representative of each of
those nreas excepl North Ameérica.

Except for the seven members chosen in accordance with
paragraph 3(b) of this Article, no members in this category
shall be eligible for re-election for the following term of office

2. The designations provided for in sub-paragraph I{a)
of this Article shall take place not less than 60 dave before
each regular session of the Assembly, The elections provided
for in wb-paragraphs I(b) and I{c) of this Articke shall take
place al regular sessions of the Assembly,

1. {a) Desigrated members of the Council shall hokl
affice from the ascxt regolar sessiom of [he Assembly aller
their designation wntil the end of the following regulur
wession of the Assembiy.

(5) Elected members of the Council shall hold office
from the end of the regular session of the Assembly a1 which
they are elected until the end of the second regular session of
the Assemhly thereafter, In the clection of (hese members
for the fimt Council, however. seven shall be chosen lor &
berm of one year,
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4. Each member of the Council ahall have ong voie,
Decisions on the amount of the Authority's budget shall be
made by a two=thirds majority of those presenl and voting.
Decigions on other questions, including the determination of
additional questions or categories, of questions 1o be decided
by a two-thirds majarity, shall be made by a majority of
those present and voting. Two-thirds of the members of the
Council shall constiluie § quorum,

Article 15

I. Each member of the Council shall apponi an
alternate with full powers to act for him when he s not
presenl. An aliernate may participate in meetings, buil shall
nod vole.

2. The Courcil shall function in conlinuous session Al
the seai of the Autbority, and ihall mest as ofien aa the
business of the Amthonly may regaine.

3. A quorum for any meeting of the Council shall be
a majority of its members.

Article 3

I. The Council shall carry oul ihe funcilons of the
Authorily in accordance with this Convention, subject to jis
responsibilitics o the Assembly.

2. The Council may appoint such commitices as (i
deems desirable. Membership of such commitiees need nol be
Fimited to members of the Assembly or of the Council or their
alternntes,

3. The Couoncl shall prepace an anneal report 1o ihe
Assembly concerning the affairs of the Auiboray and any
projecis approved by the Authoriiy. The Council shall alss
prepare for submission to the Assembly such reports as the
Aulhority may be required 1o make (o the United Nations or 1o
mny ot her arganmsaion the work ol which & relaied 0 thal of
ihe Authority. These reporis, logether with 1he annual reporis,
whall be submiited io all members of ihe Authority s least
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one month before the regular session of the Assembly a1
which they are to be considered,

4. The Assembly shall adopt regulations upder which
a Conlracting Party ol represented on the Council may s=nd
& representative 1o attend any meeting of the Council when
& request i made by, or a matter particularly affecting that
member is under comsideration.

3. The Council may, to the extent authorised by the
Assembly, adopt such rules and regulntions as may be MECERLATy
or appropriate for the eficient performance of the lunctions
ofthe Authority and the conduct of its business including rules
and regulations relating to all matters specified in Article 23
of this Convention.

Secrfon 3
The Presidemi and Staff
Article 37

L. The Council shall sclect & President who shall not
bea member of the Assembly or of the Council or an
aliernate for cither. The President shall be Chairman of the
Council, bat shall have no voie except & deciding vole in case
of an equal division. He may participate in meetings of the
Assembly, but shall not vote at such mectings. The
President shall cease to hold office when the Councll so
'Ij‘ﬂidﬂr

4, The President shall be chief of the operating staff of
the Authority and shall conduct, under the direction of the
Council, the ordinary business of the Authority. Subjeet 1o
the general control of the Council, he shall be reasonable for

the arganization, appointment and dismissal of officers and
staff,

1. The siaff shall include such qualified scientific and
Iﬂ'.hlﬁ.t-ﬂ and other personnel as may be required to fulfil the
obpctives and Tenctions of the Authority, The Authority
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Il be guided by the principle that its permanent s1afT shall
‘b bept 0 a4 minImOom.

4, The paramount consideration im the recratment and
‘employment of the stall and in the determination of their
conditions of service shall be to secure employees of the
Hﬂul standards of efficiency, techmical competence and
ity. Subject to this consideration, due regard shall be
] to the contributions of members of the Authority and to
importance of recruiting the stall on a8 wide a
phical basis as possible,

%, The terms and conditions on which the stafl shall be
‘mppointed, remunerated and divmissed shall be ia sccordance
With regulations made by the Council, subject to the
pvisions of this Convention and to geseral rules approved
; 3y the Assembly on the recommendation of the Council,

6. Inthe performance of their duties, the President
‘and the staff shall not seek or receive instructions from any
Source external to the Authonty. They shall refrain from
: ¥ action which might reflect on thelr position as officials of
| Aulhority ; subject to their responsibilities to the
hority, they shall not disclose any industrial secret or
confidential information coming to their knowledge by
pon of thelr official duikes for the Awthority. Each
Contracting Party undertakes to respect the international
!Il“hr of the responsibilities of the Pressdent and the stall
“8nd shall not seek to influence them in the discharge of their

I8

Artlele 18

: l. The International Sea-bed Authority shall, as
Cmecevaary, ovinblish a stafl of inspeciors. The siafl of the
fora shall hawve the responsibility of examining wll
ions condocted within the Iniernational Sen-bed to
ne whether an operator s complying with the rules
85d regulations established by the Authorlly puriuant to this
LBavention.




